Secretory component of cystic craniopharyngiomas: a mucino-histochemical and electron-microscopic study.
Ten cases with cystic craniopharyngioma were investigated. Histologically, eight of them belonged to the adamantinomatous group and two were squamous epithelial type. Histochemical investigation revealed mucin secretion in microcysts, and electron microscopy demonstrated zymogen granules in the epithelial cells. When the protein content of the cyst fluid was analyzed by polyacrylamide-gel electrophoresis, the electrophoretic pattern and immunological properties were found to be similar to the normal human serum control. The results of the morphological study suggest that cystic craniopharyngiomas have a secretory component in addition to the classical histological structures.